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CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REPORT 

 

Subject: MOUNTAIN BIKE SKILLS PARK LOCATION 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
1. That 43 R Riel Drive be approved as the location for the construction of a 

Mountain Bike Skills Park. 
 
2. That, pending the successful outcome of a natural area assessment of 43 R 

Riel Drive, Administration be authorized to commence design and 
construction of the Bike Skills Park. 

 
Purpose of Report 
 
This report is intended to provide Council with information as to the public 
consultation feedback received on the two sites being considered for the location 
of the Mountain Bikes Skills Park and seek Council approval on the selection of a 
site for this facility. 
 
Council Direction 
 
The 2011 and 2012 Municipal Capital Budgets included funding of $25,000 and 
$175,000 respectively for design work and construction of a Mountain Bike Skills 
Park. 
 
On September 23, 2013, Council passed the following motions: 
 
(C447-2013)  
That Administration commence a public consultation process to obtain public 
feedback on the use of Gloucester Park and 43 R Riel Drive for the Mountain Bike 
Skills Park site and report back to Council by March 31, 2014 on the results of the 
public consultation and recommended next steps. 
 
Background and Discussion 
 
This particular project was initiated through funding approval from Council, as a 
result of a request from two young St. Albert residents.  After funding approval was 
received, Administration began working with the two individuals who presented to 
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Council. The first step was to begin the search for a suitable site for the Mountain 
Bike Skills Park. 
 
The first search revealed 34 sites that met the desired criteria, but through a 
detailed review, 31 of the sites were eliminated for various necessary reasons. 
That left three sites to consider: Mission Hill Park, Liberton Park, and 501 ER (near 
Grey Nuns White Spruce Park).  
 
While the evaluations led to Liberton Park being the desired location, following 
significant feed back, Administration recommended that no further consideration 
for the development of a Mountain Bike Skills Park on Liberton Park should be 
considered.  This recommendation was approved by Council on April 2, 2013. 
 
Project Progress 
 
Since the September 23, 2013 Council meeting, Administration along with the 
Mountain Bike Skills Park Advisory Committee and St. Albert Bike Association, 
implemented a thorough Public Engagement process to assist Administration in 
determining a final site location for the future Bike Skills Park in St. Albert. 
 
If Administration is successful in establishing a site for the facility, the next steps 
would be; 
 

1.  Hire a firm to undergo the natural area assessment for 43 R Riel Drive.  If 
any concerns or issues arise from the results of the assessment, 
Administration may or may not have to go back to Council. (April to June 
2014) 

2. Go to tender to design and build the future Bike Skills Park. (July to 
September 2014) 

 
Stakeholder Communications or Engagement 
 
The Public Consultation plan started on November 4, 2013 and ran through to 
January 24, 2014.  The plan commenced with a direct mail and door to door 
campaign to properties in the immediate vicinity of Gloucester Park. Phase 2 
consisted of two direct mail outs; one to Grandin homeowners within the 400m 
radius of Gloucester park site and a second to homeowners/businesses within the 
250m radius of 43 R Riel Dr. site.  This was followed by information disseminated 
through our website and through social media mechanisms, online survey, poster 
distribution, advertisements in Citylights and both local papers. Phase 3 of our plan 
was the implementation of two public open houses that were held on January 15 
and 18, 2014.  The online survey closed on January 24, 2014.  See Attachment 1 
for the completed Three Steps to Public Engagement Process for a full account.  
 
See Attachment 2 for an overview of the Engagement Objectives and the how they 
were achieved. 
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Summary of Results 
 
Through the consultation process, Administration received 294 online surveys, 85 
mailed survey forms, and 33 individual emails.  The results of the feedback though 
the survey indicates that 70.2% of the respondents fully supported the bike skills 
park, believe in active living and support the concept of having another facility in 
the City where families can come together in an outdoor park setting.  The results 
of the survey did also make it very clear that Gloucester Park, or any residential 
neighborhood, was not the preferred location for the Bike Skills Park.  Residents 
are concerned about the impact on their property values, existing tree stand, and 
potential for increased crime, vandalism, traffic, and parking. 
 
See Attachment 2, Bike Skills Park – Public Consultation Report for a complete 
summary of the survey results. 
 
Internal Stakeholder Feedback 
 
In addition to the community consultation, Administration undertook an internal 
stakeholder consultation on the two sites. The following are the findings from this 
internal consultation; 
 

• From a policing perspective, 43 R Riel Drive was felt to be far more suited to 
police visibility as it is located on established trails which are frequented by 
police through bike and cart patrols. The RCMP felt that they can provide a 
greater presence in the Riel area, as 43 R Riel Drive is also more central 
which increases the chance that RCMP would patrol that area as opposed 
to Gloucester Park which is on the edge of the city.  

 
• The Planning Department highlighted some development limitations as per 

the Land Use Bylaw with regards to the 43 R Riel Drive site. While the site 
at 43 R Riel Drive is districted as P-Park and “outdoor recreation service”, 
the majority of the site lies below the designated flood line, and as such, the 
provisions of Section 6.10 of the Land Use Bylaw also apply.  In this regard, 
the following should be noted: 

• No fill can occur on this site. 
• In accordance with Section 6.10 (4), an outdoor recreation service 

may be allowed provided that “it would not obstruct the area below 
the designated flood line”. 

• Plans would need to be stamped by a P. Eng to ensure the 
requirements of Section 6.10 have been incorporated in the design. 
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Implications of Recommendation(s) 
 
• Financial: 

The project has been funded through the 10 Year Municipal Capital Plan with a 
total budget of $200,000 ($25,000 for planning and $175,000 for construction),   
however, $10,000 to 15,000 will be required to do a Natural Areas Assessment, 
which will limit the amount that can be invested in the actual Bike Skills Park 
and still remain within budget.  
 

• Legal / Risk: 
If, after reviewing the results of the assessment and public consultation, Council 
directs that the park be located at 43 R Riel Drive, the City would have to apply 
for a permit in accordance with section 6.10 of the Land Use Bylaw.  6.10(4)(i) 
of the Land Use Bylaw appears to authorize this development provided that fill 
placement is not required. 
 

• Program or Service: 
Approval of a site will provide the opportunity to develop a new Mountain Biking 
facility in the community thereby expanding the service opportunities for the 
community.  
 

• Organizational: 
There will be some minor operational impacts to Public Works for maintenance 
and up-keep of the new park. 

 
Alternatives and Implications Considered 
 
While Administration is proposing that the site at 43 R Riel Drive be approved for 
this facility and that Administration proceed at that location, if Council is not 
satisfied with this recommendation, the following are some alternative direction that 
Council may wish to consider; 
 

1. That the Gloucester Park site be approved as the location to construct the 
Mountain Bike Skills Park and that Administration proceed with design and 
development. 

 
2. That the site selection for a Mountain Bikes Skills Park be referred back to 

Administration for further review as per the discussions of Council and a 
further report be submitted to Council at a later date.  
 

3. That no further work is undertaken on the Mountain Bike Skills Park matter 
at this time. 

 
Administration would like to note that the Mountain Bike Skills Park Advisory 
Committee has acknowledged that, considering all factors, the Riel Site is the best 
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location for the community of St. Albert. This has been articulated in the report that 
they submitted and included as Attachment 3 for their report. 
 
Strategic Connections 
 
a) Council’s Goals and Priorities 

• CULTIVATE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY: 
a. Promote current and future tourist attractions and events. The Bike 

Skills Park development will provide an opportunity to draw people 
with an interest in this type of facility to come to St. Albert. The St. 
Albert Bike Association is planning on holding special events, 
workshops, etc at the skills park. 
 

• CULTIVATE A HISTORIC, CREATIVE AND ACTIVE COMMUNITY:  
a. Respond to the needs of a growing community.  The development of 

a bike skills park answers to the growing trend of mountain biking in 
youth, youth adults and adults.  St. Albert has been privy to this 
growth seen daily at the Skate Park, with the increasing use of the 
park by bikers. 
 

b. Ensure all residents are able to access a broad spectrum of 
recreational activities. Mountain biking and bike skills parks have 
been growing in popularity since 2008.  Communities all over North 
America, Canada, and Alberta have experienced this demand and 
are trying to meet it. 
 

• CULTIVATE A SAFE, HEALTHY, AND INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY:  
a. Encourage the development of an inclusive community that is age 

friendly. By developing the bike skills park in St. Albert, we are 
supporting the youth behind this initiative by giving them a voice. 
 

b. Foster a sense of community and connectedness. Once the bike 
skills park is built, the facility will provide an opportunity for young 
children, youth and adults to recreate together in a fun, free, and safe 
environment where everyone feels connected. 

 
b) Long Term Plans  

• Recreation Master plan (any specific section?) 
o Priority 1: Ensure Community Health and Well Being for all St. Albert 

regardless of their age, income and interests. 
o Priority 2: Bolster Community Development by providing a new 

facility that promotes recreation and sport tourism in St. Albert. 
 

• Social Master Plan  
o Important Values:  

 A sense of community and connectedness,  
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 Diversity and inclusion,  
 Social responsibility and engagement, 
 Healthy lifestyle and well-being, and  
 Capacity Building. 

The Bike Skills Park Project has encompassed all these values and 
provided these opportunities to teach and mentoring our youth.   

 
c) Corporate Objectives 

• Deliver programs and services that meet or exceed our standards. The City 
is meeting the need of providing a new recreation service and recreational 
opportunity. 

• Ensure our customers are very satisfied by providing a new recreational 
opportunity. 

 
d) Policies 

• N/A 
 

e) Other Plans or Initiatives  
• N/A 

 
Attachment(s) 
 
1. Three Steps to Public Engagement Process 
2. City of St. Albert Bike Skills Park Final Consultation Report 
3. St. Albert Bike Association Report 
 
Originating Department(s): Recreation & Parks 
Author(s): 
General Manager Approval: 

Chris Jardine / Micah Seon-King 
Chris Jardine 

 
City Manager Signature:   

Date: 
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1. DECIDING TO ENGAGE TEMPLATE 

A. Project Description 

Project Name: Mountain Bike Skills Park 

Responsible Department: Recreation & Parks and Capital Project Branch 

Project Sponsor: Chris Jardine 

Project Manager: Micah Seon-King 
 

B. Need to Engage 
If you select yes to any of the below, engagement is necessary 

 Yes No Comments 
The issue directly affects a specific 
group in the community, their rights 
and entitlements 

   

The project will impact or cause 
inconvenience to the daily lives of 
residents including services and 
programs 

   

Public input is required for project 
development    

The issue directly and significantly 
affects the natural environment    

A significant number of people or 
particular groups are likely to have 
strong views on the issue 

   

The change or issue is likely to 
directly affect quality of life    

A legal administrative trigger, such as 
public hearing, subdivision or a 
process governed by the Municipal 
Government Act  

   

The decision has long-term, large-
scale or otherwise significant social, 
environmental and/or economic 
impacts for one or more stakeholder 
groups 

   

There is – or will be – public and/or 
media concern over the issue    

Attachment 1



 

 
               2 

The City of St. Albert | Public Engagement | Step 1 – Deciding to Engage | 2 

 

C. Engagement Objectives 
Site Selection 
Providing the Public an opportunity to voice themselves and provide feedback to Administration. 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Reason for Engagement 
 Council Direction   Requirement of MGA  Direction from SLT  

 
 Other (explain):to receive feedback on the appropriate site for the community. 

 
 

Exceptions 
 Covered in Policy P&E-01  Notification with radius of less than 100 m 

 
 

Approval – No Engagement Required 

 

 November 2013 

Project Sponsor/Manager   Date 
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2. PLANNING TO ENGAGE 

A. Who Will Be Engaged? 
External Stakeholders 

Group What issues interest this group? Engagement 
level 

Notification 
Radius 

Proposed 
engagement 
tools 

Grandin 
Residents and 
Businesses 

Impact to the neighbourhood, 
property values, trees, park 
space, parking, crime and traffic 

Collaborate 400m 2x Mailouts, 
door to door, 
open houses, 
survey, website, 
email, posters in 
schools and in 
businesses, 
social media, 
Citylights, 
advertisements 
in papers 

Riel 
Businesses 
and Groups 

Impact to the neighbourhood, 
property values, trees, park 
space, parking, crime and traffic 

Collaborate 250m Mailout, open 
houses, 
website, survey, 
posters, social 
media, 
Citylights, and 
advertisements 
in papers 

Recreation 
Groups 
i.e: BMX Club, 
etc 

Increased recreational 
opportunities in St. Albert, great 
place for our children and youth 
and health and social benefits 

Collaborate  Info email, 
website, social 
media, posters, 
Citylights and 
advertisements 
in papers 

Residents Impact to the trees, park space, 
parking, crime and traffic,  
provides increased recreational 
opportunities in St. Albert, great 
place for our children and youth, 
health and social benefits 

Collaborate  Info email, 
website, survey,  
social media, 
posters, 
Citylights and 
advertisements 
in papers 

 
Internal Stakeholders 

Group What issues interest this group? Engagement 
level 

Proposed 
engagement 
tools 

Engineering 
Services 

Location, timeline,   Email and 
meetings prior 
to public 
engagement 
occurred 
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Public Works Operational impacts  Email and 
meetings prior 
to public 
engagement 
occurred 

RCMP Operational impacts, suitable location, visibility.   Email and 
meetings prior 
to public 
engagement 
occurred 

Fire Services Operational impacts, suitable location, visibility 
and access 

 Email and 
meetings prior 
to public 
engagement 
occurred 

    

B. Outcomes of Engagement 
Residents are happy because their were heard and provided feedback/input 
Top site has come forward 
Public education on what a bike skills park is and its benefits. 
 

C. Key Messages to the Public 
The funding has been approved and the park is planned to be built in 2014 
The bike skills park adds to the options for youth, families and adults to be physically active in our 
community 
The sites were chosen based on an established scoring matrix and the final site will be chosen after 
the public consultation. 
See attached Message Map 

D. Tools and Events  

Timeline Tool/Event Objective Details 
See attached Communication Plan and Timeline 

    
    
    
    
    

E. Coordination with Other Departments and Initiatives? 
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F. How will input be used? How will input inform recommendations? 
Input will assist Administration with the formulating the recommendation to Council on how we 
should move forward on which site is more accepted and appropriate for the community.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

G. Budget 
Estimated: $5,000  Actual: $3,840 

 

St. Albert Expo:  Q1  Q2  Q3 Q4 
 
Review and Approval 

   
Communications Advisor   Date 

 

 

  

Project Sponsor/Manager  Date 
Comments: 
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3. REPORTING ON ENGAGEMENT 

A. Achieving Public Engagement Objectives 

Objectives How was it achieved? 
Level of support for a Bike Skills 
Park in St. Albert. 

Survey, Open Houses, advertising (internal/external), specific 
mail out/drop re: possible locations, fact sheets, conceptual 
maps, email, social media, news release, letters from 
respondents (both local and external to St. Albert), recreational 
newsletters, City website, e-blasts, Citylights, Shaw Ticker.     

Determine the best location for 
Bike Skills Park.  

Through use of formal survey results, e-mails, letters from 
respondents, and Open Houses, City staff were able to evaluate 
the following: 
 

1. Respondents who were supportive/least supportive of 
locating the Bike Skills Park in Riel Park. 

2. Respondents who were supportive/least supportive of 
locating the Bike Skills Park in Gloucester Park. 

3. Respondents who were not supportive of either location.  
Determine the themes that were 
derived from the consultation 
process.   

Again, through the above methods, City staff were able to 
establish the following thematic responses: 
 
People expressed a desire for a Bike Skills Park in St. Albert - 
Although a majority (53.5%) of respondents indicated they would 
not use a BSP, a large majority, (70.2%), fully supported the 
development of such a park.  
 
Location – Not surprisingly, NIMBY groups in Gloucester or Riel 
Park or who live within one kilometre of these proposed sites 
expressed concerns about the negative impacts the BSP would 
have on their community.   
 
Cost of Project /Taxes – Respondents who stated that they were 
not in favour of the BSP regardless of location, expressed 
concern over the cost of the project and whether property taxes 
would rise as a result of the park. 
 
 
 

 

B. Results and Responses 

Issue identified Source (City/department) Response 
Misconceptions about the 
project. 
 
 

Respondents Through one-on-one discussions 
with concerned residents, City 
officials were able to clear up any 
misconceptions about the Bike 
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 Skills Park. Through Open Houses, 
e-mails and a letter writing 
campaign, issues such as possible 
noise, traffic and cost of the park 
were successfully addressed.   

Educating the public on the 
benefits of a Bike Skills Park.   

City Staff Similar to addressing 
misconceptions, City Staff was 
prepared from the early stages of 
this consultation project to 
showcase the benefits of a Bike 
Skills Park. A webpage was created 
solely for information on the park 
and a fact sheet provided 
information on criteria, features, 
and public consultation 
opportunities. A conceptual map 
was also created for 
residents/respondents.  

Separating the views of special 
interests from the interests of 
the community as a whole.   

City Staff Getting unanimous consensus on 
any project is never easy. City staff 
took the time to address the 
concerns of special interest groups 
and associations by provide 
assurances that their voices would 
be heard and catalogued in the 
Final Report.  
 
Rather than making a decision 
based on two extremes, City staff 
found a middle ground in analyzing 
the input received from the majority 
of residents, who were either for or 
against a Bike Skills Park.  
 
These respondents gave concrete 
suggestions on how best to 
proceed and, in many cases, 
offered rational and evidence-
based decisions that were 
articulated and transferable to the 
final recommendations on the park 
and its eventual location.              

C. Conclusion 
The Final Consultation Report on the Bike Skills Park included the following project elements: 

• Were St. Albert residents likely to use a Bike Skills Park?   
• Did respondents live within one kilometre of either of the proposed sites?   
• Would respondents make use of a Bike Skills Park?  
• Which site did respondents prefer? (visithttp://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park to view sites)   
• What did respondents see as the major benefits or challenges of the Riel site? 
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• What did respondents see as the major benefits or challenges of the Gloucester site? 
 
The Final Consultation Report indicates:   
 

• The Bike Skills Park is achievable at the Riel Park site. This was based on respondent 
answers to location, terrain and public input.      

• The location at Riel meets the facility objectives, likely usage and needs/requirements of 
local and out of town users.  

• A large number of respondents cited Riel Park as having the right mix for a Bike Skills Park. 
Proximity to trails, available transportation options, and distance from residential properties, 
were all mentioned as an appealing option. 

• Respondents acknowledged that many of the obstacles that existed in other potential 
locations would be mitigated by building the Bike Skills Park at Riel. Benefits that were cited 
included more parking spaces, a site that was suitable for hosting events and tournaments, 
and a nearby RV site which would be good for visitors coming to such events. 

 Finally, respondents acknowledged that Riel Park does not encroach on residential green 
space. It has access to the Red Willow trails and would be a much easier to monitor and 
patrol than other locations. 

 

D. Lessons Learned from Public Engagement 
• There were many ways to bring the public together and educate them on what exactly a Bike 

Skills Park entails. We learned that online public involvement and Open Houses worked well, 
but in-person public involvement methods could have been further explored. This would have 
fostered direct and strong relationships, and increased visibility into the site selection 
process.    
 

• We learned that building consensus is not always possible. In future consultations, we must 
ensure that people understand and agree to the outcome (A Bike Skills Park), before they 
discuss options (site selection). In our observations, respondents lost sight over the 
“outcome” and immediately jumped to the “options” depending on where they resided. The 
lesson learned is that opposition to one or both of the site locations might have been 
mitigated if certain controls or guarantees could have been assured from the outset. 
 

• Another solution to site selection may have been to allow more flexibility for those opposed to 
the sites to present ideas about possible ways to reach a common ground. Also, as 
facilitators, perhaps we needed to acknowledge the differences of opinion that existed. We 
needed to find out more about respondents’ needs and perceptions that could have made a 
positive difference.          
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 MESSAGE MAP October 16, 2013 

CONFIDENTIAL 

 
 TOPIC 

The location of the bike skills park to be built 
in 2014? 

Key Message 1 
The funding has been approved and the park is 
planned to be built in 2014 

Key Message 2 
The bike skills park adds to the options for 
youth, families and adults to be physically 
active in our community 

Key Message 3 
The sites were chosen based on an 
established scoring matrix and the final 
site will be chosen after the public 
consultation. 

Supporting Points 
During the budget process on December 3, 
2009, the following motion was passed. 
 “That the 2010-2012 Proposed Municipal 

Capital Project "Recreation Dirt Bike Mogul 
Track" (Attachment 12, Line 28 p. 10 of 15) 
be moved from "Unfunded" to "Funded" in 
2012 ($200,000)”  

 On December 20, 2010, Council approved 
the 2011 Municipal Capital Budget in the 
amount of $13,529,850, in which $25,000 
was included for the “Recreation Dirt Bike 
Mogul Track” [design work].  

• On December 19, 2011, Council approved 
the 2012 Municipal Capital Budget in the 
amount of $69,353,700, in which $175,000 
was included for the “Mountain Bike Skills 
Park” [construction].  

On April 2, 2013, Council passed the following 
motions:  
(C117-2013)  
“That Council direct Administration to cease all 
activities associated with any planning or 
consideration for the Mountain Bike Skills Park to 
be located at Liberton Park.”  
(C120-2013)  
“That Administration continues to search for an 
appropriate location for the Mountain Bike Skills 
Park and that recommendations related to the 
Mountain Bike Skills Park be brought back to 
Council at a date to be set by Agenda 
Committee.” 

Supporting Points 

 Currently the options for off-trail riding are 
limited. 

 BMX track is a member’s only facility and 
does not allow for spontaneous access. 

 Mountain Biking is different from BMX in 
that it is typically trail or mountain based.  
The skills park is designed to provide 
opportunities for Mountain Bikers to 
practise their skills without traveling to the 
mountains. 

 The park will be used by a variety of 
people including; families, children, youth 
and adults. 

 The bike skills park will for public access 
with no restrictions 

 The Bike skills park was developed in 
response to requests by residents. 

 The Mountain Bike Skills Park Advisory 
Committee was formed to help design the 
park and to assist with site selection and 
public input. 

 The Skateboard Park is focused on 
skateboards and BMX bikes and is not 
consistent with Mountain bike usage. 

 The town of Devon and Strathcona 
County have similar parks in place 
currently. 

 City of Edmonton is designing several 
bike parks. 

Supporting Points 
 
The seven categories of the Scoring 
Matrix: 
1. Location 
2. Bike Specific Criteria 
3. Environmental Factors 
4. Risk Management, Security, Safety 
5. Traffic, Parking and Accessibility 
6. Community Support, Public Opinion 
7. Development Status (Construction) 
 
 
The design of the park will be dependent 
on the site and, as such, will be 
completed after the site is finalized and 
natural areas assessment is completed. 
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St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
Communication Tools 

 
1. Webpage: www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park (to be updated by Nov 11, 2013) 

 
Future St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
Photos courtesy of Hinton Mountain Bike Park 
 
The City of St. Albert and a youth-driven Bike Skills Advisory Committee has 
partnered to bring a Bike Skills Park to St. Albert. In 2009, City Council approved 
$200,000 for the design and build of the park. Since 2010, the committee has 
been meeting and working towards site selection, fund development, generating 
interest and design of the future park.  
What is a mountain bike skills park? Click Here for information… 
Click here (link) for the Frequently Asked Questions (pdf) document on the Bike 
Skills Park.  
 
How to Provide Feedback 
You can provide your input the following ways: 
o Take part in the Open House(s):  

o Date(s) 
o 6:00 to 7:30pm 
o Location TBD 

 
From November 15 to January ___, 2014, provide your input:  
 Online Survey at www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park.  
 Email your comments to bikeskillspark@st-albert.net.  
 Mail your comments to: Recreation and Parks Department, c/o Bike Skills 

Park, 10, 50 Bellerose Drive, St. Albert, AB T8N 3L5 
 For more information or to obtain a hard copy of the proposed location and 

concept designs, email bikeskillspark@st-albert.net 
 
Project Timeline or Next Steps: 
 November – January 2014 – Public Engagement  - Site Selection 
 March 2014 – Council Presentation 
 April – May 2014 – natural Areas Assessment 
 June 2014 – Council Presentation 
 July to September, 2014 –  Request for proposals and Design Process 
 Fall 2014 – Bike Park Construction 

 
If you are interested in helping in other way, or for more information, contact:  
Micah Seon-King  
Project Coordinator, City of St. Albert 
780-459-1716 
mseonking@st-albert.net  
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Check us out on Facebook – St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
Bike Park Links: 
Devon Bike Park 
Hinton Mountain Bike Park 
Kelowna Mountain Bike Park 
Canmore Bike Park 
Seattle Urban Mountain Bike Park 
 

 
2. FAQ – see separate document. 

 Past ones to be revised to align and focus on key messages 
 

3. Gazette and Leader 
A. ½ page color advertisements Runs: November Nov 20 and 21 Dec 3 and 4, 

Jan 9 and 11 
 

Under Heading: Have Your Say! 
 
Title: St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed location(s) for the 
Future St. Albert Bike Skills Park.  
 
Proposed location: 43 Riel and Gloucester Park 
 
Share your input at the Open House: 
 
Date & Time 
Location 
 
From November 15 to January 24, 2014, provide your feedback online at 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park online survey, email comments to 
bikeskillspark@st-albert.net . 
 
Deadline: January 24, 2014  

 
B. City Light Runs: January 3, 4, 9, 11, 16 and 18. 

 
Under Heading: Have Your Say! 
 
Title: St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed location(s) for the 
Future St. Albert Bike Skills Park.  
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Proposed locations: 43 Riel and Gloucester Park 
 
Share your input at the Open House: 
 
Date & Time 
Location 
 
From November 15 to January 24, 2014, provide your feedback online at 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park online survey, email comments to 
bikeskillspark@st-albert.net . 
 
Deadline: January 24, 2014  

 
4. Shawticker 

Runs: January 1 to 24, 2014 
Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed 
locations and concept designs for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park. Open Houses: 
January 15 and 18, 6:30 to 8 p.m., St. Albert Place Lobby, 5 St. Anne Street. 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park  

 
5. Message Map – November 8, 2013 

o Share with Council, SLT, project team and Advisory Committee members 
 

6. Recreation Services Newsletter info 
 

Title: Have Your Say! St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed location(s) for the 
future St. Albert Bike Skills Park. 
 
Bike skill parks are great places to hone or develop your bike handling skills. 
They provide a safe, fun environment to ride in and are suitable for all ages, skill 
levels and all types of bikes. 
 
The St. Albert Bike Skills Park will provide a free and spontaneous recreational 
opportunity to all St. Albert residents and visitors. The park will serve as a 
gathering point for our youth who enjoy taking part in healthy outdoor activities.  
 
Proposed locations: 43 Riel Dr and Gloucester Park 
 
Share your input at the Open House: 
 
Date & Time 
Location 
 

Attachment 1

http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
mailto:bikeskillspark@st-albert.net
http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park


From November 15 to January 24, 2014, provide your feedback online at 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park online survey, email comments to 
bikeskillspark@st-albert.net . 

 
7. Information on Home Page under Spotlight On: 

 
Title: St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed 
location(s). 
 
Learn more (link to www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park)  

 
8. Add a web banner to front page 

Run: November 15 to Dec 20, 2013 and January 1 to 24, 2014 
 

9. Poster – November 5 
Micah to give to Mark for updating 

 
Headline: Have Your Say!  
 
Subhead: St. Albert Bike Skills Park Open House 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed location(s) for the 
Future St. Albert Bike Skills Park.   
 
Date 
Time 
Location 
 
Unable to Attend? Information and feedback forms will be posted on the website 
starting November 15,2013. Deadline for feedback: January 24, 2014.  
 
QR Code    www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park 
 
Corporate bar 
 

10. Mailout to residents and businesses within the 400m radius of 43 Riel Dr and 
Gloucester Park 

o Focus on the 4 key messages 
o  

11. Social Media – Starting November 15 through to December 20, 2013 and start 
up again January 2 to 24, 2014 
Wording: 

Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the 
proposed location(s) for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park. Open House: 
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Nov.22, 6:30 to 8 p.m., St. Albert Place Lobby, 5 St. Anne Street. 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park  
 

o City Facebook and Twitter, Bike Park Facebook and website 
 

12. Update: Slot Memo to Council and SLT 
 

13. Staff intranet: Nov 15 and again January 8, 2014 
Under Heading: Have Your Say! 
 
Title: St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed location(s) for the 
Future St. Albert Bike Skills Park.  
 
Proposed location: 43 Riel and Gloucester Park 
 
Share your input at the Open House: 
 
Date & Time 
Location 
 
From November 15 to January 24, 2014, provide your feedback online at 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park online survey, email comments to 
bikeskillspark@st-albert.net . 
 
Deadline: January 24, 2014  
 

14. Door to Door in surrounding Gloucester Park 
1. Message Map to be done prior to and given to Advisory Committee 

members to use when going door to door. 
2. Door to Door should start the week of November 11, 2013 

 
15. Email blasts: 

1. To email listing 
2. Advisory Committee to send out to their members 

 
16. Mailout to elementary, junior high schools and high schools 

1. Letter with key messaging 
2. Request for assistance in spreading the word 
3. Poster 

 
17. Set up information table 

1. St. Albert Place – November 15 to Dec 20, 2013 and January 6 to 24, 
2014 
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o To include large poster on board, FAQ, how to provide feedback, open 
house cards 
 

18. LCD Screens at Servus Place 
o November 15 to 30, 2013 
o Graphic and wording: 
o Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the 

proposed location(s) for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park. Open House: 
Nov.22, 6:30 to 8 p.m., St. Albert Place Lobby, 5 St. Anne Street. 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park  
 

19. Press Releases 
1. Launch Public Engagement – November 7, 2013 
2. Invitation to residents – January 8, 2014 

 
20. Survey – November 8, 2013 to Jan 24, 2014 
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INTRODUCTION 

The City of St. Albert and a youth-driven Bike Skills Advisory Committee (BSAC) has 
partnered to bring a Bike Skills Park (BSP) to St. Albert. In 2009, City Council approved 
$200,000 for the concept, design and construction of the park. Since 2010, the 
committee has been meeting and working towards site selection, fund development, 
generating interest and design of the future park.  
 
BSPs provide a safe, fun environment to ride in and are suitable for all ages and skill 
levels. These parks typically include a variety of technical features that are required for 
technical mountain bike skill development. These include natural obstacles like rocks 
and logs, engineered features like ladder bridges, wall rides, pump tracks, teeter totters, 
log rides and dirt jumps.  
 
The City of St. Albert identified 34 potential sites that met the initial criteria for a BSP. 
After an in-depth analysis that involved five City departments, further sites were 
discounted as they had features, uses or other impacts that were not conducive to a 
BSP.  
 
In 2013, after extensive public consultation, sites at Liberton Park and Seven Hills were 
excluded from the list of potential sites and the Riel Park and Gloucester Park locations 
were chosen as candidates for the park’s possible home for 2014. The final design will 
be completed once one of these two sites has been finalized. 
 
City residents were encouraged to engage in the consultation process through news 
releases, notices on the City’s internet website, notices posted in City buildings, social 
media, and through direct mail notification to residents and recreation and community 
organizations.  
 
Respondents were able to access detailed background information on the City’s 

website, City Hall or through two Open Houses that were held at Sir George Simpson 
School on January 15, 2014 and at the Grandin Clubhouse on January 18, 2014. 
Residents obtained information from subject matter experts and provided their input into 
the proposed sites.  
 

A formal feedback form was designed with specific questions on the proposed BSP. 
This form was completed online, or through e-mail. Hard copies of the feedback form 
were also sent via mail and other written responses were gathered at the two Open 
Houses.  
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The input received was used in developing this Final Report that will go to St. Albert City 
Council in March 2014. Any decisions regarding which site to proceed with will be made 
by Council. 
 
The consultation process received 85 completed feedback forms through the mail, 
33 individual emails and 294 online surveys that formed the basis of the 
recommendation.  

 
It is important to note that the documentation and interpretation of the input received 
through the consultation process does not necessarily reflect the views of the City of St. 
Albert or of individual respondents to the process. It is a consolidation of the input 
provided by respondents and it is the personal views and opinions expressed by 
participants in the process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 2



 

 
BSP Public Consultation   Page 4 

 

 

I.  Results From Respondent Questions 

 
A total of 379 responses were made up of online and mailed in surveys. City staff 
entered all in the 85 mailed surveys. 
 
Are you likely to use the Bike Skills Park? 
Yes 38.0% 
No 53.5% 

Don’t Know 8.8% 
                     Total respondents: 374 

 

 

Are you in favour of the community Bike Skills Park?  

Yes 70.2% 

No 29.8% 
                    Total respondents: 379 

 

 

Are you a resident within 1 kilometre of either of the proposed sites? 

Yes 54.4% 

No 46.4% 
                     Total respondents: 379 

 

 

Which site do you prefer? 

Gloucester Park 11.9% 
Riel 58.0% 

Both locations are OK 17.9% 
Neither 12.1% 
                    Total respondents: 379      
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Executive Summary – What We Heard From Residents  

 
A number of key themes emerged from an analysis of all submissions received for the 
proposed BSP in St. Albert. First, although a majority (53.5%) of respondents indicated 
they would not use the BSP, a large majority, (70.2%), fully supported the development 
of such a park.  
 
A deeper analysis reveals that many residents in St. Albert believe in active living, and, 
although they would not personally use the BSP, they support the concept of having 
another facility in the City where families can come together in an outdoor setting.  
 
Some respondents suggested that a BSP would enhance St. Albert’s image as a vibrant 

community; thus providing a boost to local businesses and community stakeholders. 
 
In contrast, some respondents who stated they were against the development of a BSP 
expressed deep concern that the park would be a tax burden for residents. These 
individuals worried that the cost-to-use ratio would not make sense over a long period of 
time. Some respondents suggested that other pressing community needs had to be 
addressed before a BSP was built. 
 
When the question was asked about site location, an overwhelming majority of 
respondents stated that they were in favour of placing the BSP at Riel Park. The major 
reason cited was that Riel was located away from residential properties. Others 
suggested that Riel’s proximity to trails and public transportation made it an appealing 

option. 
 
A much larger number of respondents were adamantly against placing the BSP in 
Gloucester Park. As opposed to the Riel site, Gloucester is located close to residencies 
and respondents had concern over noise and vandalism in the neighbourhood.  
 
Furthermore, respondents worried about the possible negative impacts the BSP would 
have on the environment in Gloucester Park. Some individuals cited the City of St. 
Albert’s own 10-20 year plan that is premised on protecting green space. It was felt by 
some that green areas of Gloucester would have to be sacrificed to accommodate the 
BSP. 
 
Finally, a number of organizations expressed their concern over the Gloucester site. 
The St. Albert Soccer Association (SASA), a group of Grandin residents called “Save 
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Gloucester Park,” and The St. Albert Community Garden (SACG) expressed their own 
reasons for keeping the BSP out of Gloucester. 
      
Q1. Are You Likely to use the Bike Skills Park?   

 
A total of 374 formal feedback questionnaires were completed and submitted to the City 
of St. Albert. The following is a breakdown of the major response themes received from 
individuals who were asked if they would use the BSP.  
 
 A deeper look into why some residents would or would not use the BSP revealed 

five broad themes: 
 
 The City does not have a plan for adequate supervision and maintenance. I 

worry about my children’s safety late at night.   
 I would not use the park personally, but I support any initiative that encourages 

outdoor activity. 
 I would not use the park – I cannot support anything that is 100% publicly tax-

funded.  
 My family would use the park but only if it were located in a non-residential 

neighbourhood.   
 I love to ride with my kids but there aren’t any locations in St. Albert outside of 

paved paths. We would definitely use the park. 
 

Q2. Are you a resident within 1 kilometre of either of the proposed 

sites?   

 
A total of 379 formal feedback questionnaires were completed and submitted to the City 
of St. Albert. The following is a breakdown of the responses received from individuals 
who were asked if they resided within one kilometre of either the Riel Park or 
Gloucester Park sites. 
 
 A slight majority of respondents (54.4%) indicated that they lived within 1 kilometre 

of either of the proposed sites: 
 
 My parents live within 1 km of Gloucester Park and regularly take their 

grandchildren to the park for an afternoon of adventuring, playground use, and 
picnics.  
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 No, I don’t live within 1 kilometre of either site. I believe this issue affects all 
people of St. Albert, proximity to park means nothing as the cost is to all tax 
payers! 

 No, but I would visit either location regardless of where I lived in the City.   
 No, I live in Edmonton.   
 No, I live in East Erin Ridge. 
 No, I live within 2-3 kms of the proposed sites. 
 No, I am a Lacombe Park Resident. 
 No, I live in Woodlands. 
 Yes, I live on Gloucester Drive. 
 Yes, I own a business in Riel. 
 No, I’m from the Sturgeon neighbourhood. 
 Yes, I live on Grenfell Ave backing onto Grosvenor Park 
 Yes, I have lived in Gloucester Park for over 40 years and we took our own 

children there and now take our grandchildren there.  
 
Q3. Are you in favour of the community Bike Skills Park?   

 
A total of 379 formal feedback questionnaires were completed and submitted to the City 
of St. Albert. The following is a breakdown of the responses received from individuals 
who were in favour of a community BSP. 
 
 The primary reasons given for support of a BSP in St. Albert include: 

 
 The park will be a great way to promote active living in St. Albert. The park will 

provide a venue for people to stay healthy and meet new friends.   
 Not only will St. Albert residents see the benefits of a BSP, but local business 

and community stakeholders will benefit as well.  
 Access to recreation opportunities and recreation facilities is an important part of 

the quality of life and having a strong community in St. Albert and it is important 
that the City support such activities and facilities. 

 The BSP will allow both adults and children the opportunity to practice their 
biking skills.       

 St. Albert needs to keep growing and advancing – the BSP will add to the growth 
of the City.   

 
 For those who support the bike park to some degree but feel that some significant 

changes need to be made, the most frequently mentioned areas of change 
mentioned include: 
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 The BSP is a good idea but it needs to be built away from residential 
neighbourhoods.  

 The park is a good idea, but we must preserve our green spaces.  
 There must be an adequate demand for such a park; if there is, this group would 

support it.  
 The creation of a bike park is recognized as a good idea by this group, although 

some may not use it.  
 
 For those who do not support the development of a BSP and were opposed to any 

changes or enhancements to the park at its proposed locations, the primary reasons 
for non-support include: 
 
 The tax burden in the City of St. Albert is already too high and they do not want 

any additional taxes to go to the building of the BSP. 
 The cost to usage ratio will not add up. Not enough people will use the BSP. 
 There are more pressing community needs in St. Albert that would be utilized by 

a larger segment of the population. There are still activities that exist that are 
under-provided by our recreation facilities. 

 Noise, vandalism, a decrease in property values and loss of green space in the 
area are not worth the creation of such a bike park. 

 The St. Albert Mountain Biking Club should contribute to the building of the BSP. 
 There is an already-existing BMX bike park in St. Albert. Some who do not 

support the BSP asked why St. Albert would need another one? 
 
Q4.  Which site do you prefer? (visit; http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-

skills-park to view sites)   
 
A total of 379 formal feedback questionnaires were completed and submitted to the City 
of St. Albert. The following is a breakdown of the responses received based on which 
site was most preferred in the feedback form.  
 
 The majority of responders to this question indicated that the Riel Park site was the 

most attractive option for the BSP. Respondents tended to provide comments in a 
general manner, supplemented with comments on potential hazards, locations, and 
issues. 

 
 Respondents who were supportive of the overall plan to locate the BSP in Riel Park 

most frequently mentioned the following reasons for support: 
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 Riel Park has tremendous trail system access and is not in close proximity to 
residential properties. There is more parking at Riel Park and it will be easier to 
police. This site makes sense because it is safer to use for people of all ages. 

 It makes more sense to put the park in a commercial area than a residential 
neighborhood. 

 The Riel site is in a non-residential neighbourhood with lots of parking available, 
plus it is close to the river valley so families can visit while the biker’s bike. 

 Riel Park provides for transit availability and gives the RCMP the opportunity to 
keep everybody safe. 

 Riel is a good location because the increase in traffic and noise will not affect 
people’s quality of life. 

       
 Respondents who were not supportive of the overall plan to locate the BSP in Riel 

Park most frequently mentioned the following reasons for their lack of support: 
 
 Riel Park is a riparian buffer and corridor – this should be naturalized and not 

subjected to bike erosion. The committee should go back to Liberton. 
 The site should not be in an industrial area. 
 Putting the BSP in Riel Park would be a mistake. It would destroy part of the Red 

Willow Park trail near the river, and the wetland area is not suitable for a bike 
park. 

 
 Respondents who were supportive of the overall plan to locate the BSP in 

Gloucester Park most frequently mentioned the following reasons for support: 
 
 The Gloucester Park is a much better location due to the amount of land 

available and the elevation change. 
 The Gloucester site would be better based on its proximity to local stores. Also, 

having a BSP where everyone can see it will help St. Albert and out our City on 
the map. The park would just look more inviting at this location. 

 The terrain at Gloucester is ideal for a multi-use BSP. The forested section is 
particularly valuable for singe track sections which aren’t as evident at Riel. 

 In Riel, natural space is being considered expendable. Gloucester would be 
better due to location next to busy roadway. 

 
 Respondents who were least supportive of the overall plan to locate the BSP in 

Gloucester Park most frequently mentioned the following reasons for their lack of 
support: 
 Gloucester Park is a residential location and is therefore unsuitable for this 

proposal. 
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 Gloucester makes no sense. Why limit one group’s recreational space for 

another? We need to create a new one where there is available space. 
 The problem with the Gloucester site is the noise – when you combine this with 

the noise from the Henday it will be intolerable. By building the site in Gloucester 
would show complete lack of consideration for the residents.  

 One respondent suggested: “Industrial park or beside someone’s home...this is a 

discussion? Really?”     
   
  
Q5. What are the Benefits/Challenges of the Riel Site?    

 
A total of 281 formal feedback questionnaires were completed and submitted to the City 
of St. Albert. The following is a breakdown of the responses received on the 
benefits/challenges of developing a BSP in Riel Park:   
 
 Respondents were asked to cite what benefits/challenges a BSP would pose if 

developed at the Riel site. The most frequently mentioned responses were: 
 
 The benefits of the Riel site are the ample parking space that currently exists. 

This will be especially helpful when it comes to hosting events and tournaments. 
There is also a RV site nearby which would be good for visitors coming to such 
events. 

 Riel does not encroach on residential green space. It has access to the Red 
Willow trails and would be a much easier to monitor and patrol than other 
locations. 

 The benefits of the Riel site are vast. They include easy access from the existing 
trail system and the close proximity to the existing BMX site. 

 Riel would be a great location for the BSP. It is away from residential areas, and 
there is plenty of parking. It is also close to other recreation facilities like rugby 
and soccer fields              

 Placing the bike park in Riel would allow for future expansion. 
 Riel provides for lots of space where groups can congregate and impede traffic 

or non-mountain bike riding park users. 
 A challenge of putting the park in Riel is the proximity it would have to wetlands, 

the ease of access, and policing (it is a very isolated area). 
 Flooding from the river and vandalism has to be taken into consideration if the 

bike park is located in Riel. 
 The Riel site is much smaller – is it large enough to accomplish the 

goals/purposes of the project?  
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 The Riel site is not close to a residential area so users will have to commute. 
Doesn’t a bike park need a hill?    
 

Q6. What are the benefits/Challenges to the Gloucester Park Site? 

 
A total of 290 formal feedback questionnaires were completed and submitted to the City 
of St. Albert. The following is a breakdown of the responses received on the 
benefits/challenges of developing a BSP in Gloucester Park:   
 
 Respondents were asked their opinions on the benefits and challenges that would 

exist if Gloucester Park was the chosen site for the BSP. Reponses included: 
 
 Gloucester Park is conveniently located – kids will not have to travel far to get 

there. This will likely increase participation.  
 The St. Albert Soccer Association suggested that the Gloucester Park site was a 

non-starter. Although they favoured the concept of the BSP, the Association 
believed the City cannot afford to lose another soccer field. Over the longer term, 
maintaining, and indeed, expanding on the existing inventory of soccer fields is 
necessary to support the Association's growing membership. 

 Gloucester would allow for different styles of riding – users will be given access 
to forested area which can be developed into curvy single-track sections. 

  Size is a major benefit as well as close proximity to a residential neighbourhood 
will help promote a family atmosphere. 

 There will be an increase in noise and the volume of traffic and congestion will 
increase. 

 The negative impacts of the Gloucester site includes the loss of natural habitat 
and wildlife that currently live in the forested area of the park. 

 The City’s own 10-20 year plan is premised on protecting green space – the 
destruction of Gloucester Park is in direct contradiction of the City’s own strategic 

plan. 
 A BSP will lower home values. 
 The current BSP park model does not consider the need for safety mitigation 

strategies in the very real case someone is hurt. 
 Gloucester is not a central location, there is no parking and we will lose a soccer 

field as a result. 
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Email Responses 
 
 A total of 33 e-mails were received by groups and individuals during the consultation 

process. These emails included comments on the BSP as whole, specific 
suggestions for the location, and some questions that sought to clarify some 
misconceptions of the project. Some of these e-mails reflected similar concerns and 
were grouped together accordingly.   

 
 The specific comments/recommendations that were made in the email submissions 

by multiple groups/respondents include: 
 
 As noted above, the St. Albert Soccer Association (SASA) stated their objection 

to the Gloucester Park site for the proposed BSP. SASA acknowledged their 
support for a BSP but stressed that the City cannot afford to lose another soccer 
field. SASA believed that over the longer term, maintaining, and indeed, 
expanding on the existing inventory of soccer fields is necessary to support the 
Association's growing membership. 

 Throughout the consultation process, a group of Grandin residents called “Save 
Gloucester Park,” actively lobbied City Administration to remove Gloucester Park 
as a potential site for a BSP.  

 A number of individuals asked for clarity on tax increases and home values as a 
result of building the BSP in their neighbourhood. Gloucester residents were 
particularly concerned with noise, traffic, and garbage left in the area. 

 A few residents questioned whether or not Council had specific reasons for 
preferring the Gloucester site as opposed to the Riel site. This belief was 
formulated from St. Albert Gazette articles that some residents felt seem to 
favour Gloucester Park as the preferred site.  

 The St. Albert Community Garden (SACG) asked to be involved in the site 
design process to ensure all stakeholders are informed about how the project will 
proceed. SACG expressed concern over parking availability, theft, and vandalism 
that could occur at the Riel site. As such, this group expressed their desire to be 
engaged early in the development of the BSP. 

 A couple of residents asked “why not construct the bike skills park underneath 

the high power lines --- perfectly suitable especially along Levasseur Drive, even 
hilly!  Other communities have used that otherwise useless land for that 
purpose.” 

 A number of residents showed great concern over the potential impacts on the 
existing tree stand, vegetation and wildlife in the area. Additionally, a concern for 
the future of current recreation facilities in Gloucester Park. 
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 A number of the residents shared that they thought Riel site was more suitable 
because there would be little or no disturbances to residential areas, has better 
site lines, more accessible and the site is close to the trail system, parking and 
washrooms. 

 A few respondents reacted with concern over an article that appeared in the St. 
Albert Gazette that seemed to imply that the Gloucester site had already been 
chosen. 
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Appendix - Feedback Emails Received by City Council and 

Administration (Bike Skills Park) 

Oct 17 to February 3, 2014 
 

1. 16 Garcia Place  
2. 12 Garcia Place 
3. 3 Gloucester Drive 
4. 6 Gloucester Drive 
5. 130 Goodridge Drive 
6. 28 Goodridge Dr 
7. 23 Goodridge Drive 
8. Goodridge Dr Resident.  
9. 12 Garraway Place 
10. 5 Goodridge Drive 
11. 7 Garcia Place 
12. 45 Goodridge Drive 
13. , 45 Goodridge Drive 
14. 17 Goodridge Drive 
15. 12 Gloucester Drive 
16. 2 Greenhill Street 
17. 2 Grenfell Ave 
 

 

Note: Due to FOIP, Names of individuals who provide feedback are not included on 
this list. 
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St. Albert Bike Association Report To Council 

Background:  
 
The St. Albert Bike Association (SABA) was created to promote the various types of 
biking in the community and encourage families and youth to get out in the fresh air and 
experience the outdoors in St. Albert.  
 
This past summer we had weekly bike rides around the community and we participated 
in the Canada Day Celebration. This year we’re organized a bike spin class at a local 
fitness studio that is sold out.  We are and want to be active in the community.  
 
For 2014, we are also developing programs for bike enthusiasts: bicycle safety 
(including helmet safety and road safety awareness), bicycle maintenance, weekly 
group rides venturing  out onto the city trail system, and an annual bike event currently 
in the planning stages that will be for families and youth to participate.  
 
We hope to have our first annual bike rally and fun event at a new park and to most 
importantly provide skills park orientation that would be hosted at a new park where 
experienced riders will provide training and mentoring to enthusiasts of all ages on how 
to use the bike park.   
 

The executive members of the St. Albert Bike Association (SABA) are all residents of 
St. Albert and are passionate about cycling in all its various forms, from simple 
recreational riding, to commuting, to competitive racing, and everything in between. 
 
Many of the board members also bring not-for-profit experience from serving elsewhere 
to SABA; including leadership, budget management, event planning, fundraising, 
marketing, and community engagement. 
 
 
Park Development and Promotion:  
 
SABA has been an active partner in the process and development of the park, assisting 
and coordinating with the City of St. Albert to engage the community through surveys, 
public open houses, actively knocking on doors of neighborhoods the development may 
border on, social media and news advertising.   
 
As an organization we will be supported by our members. We are proactively thinking of 
the stages of development of the bike park, and are now reaching out to other groups 
within the community to support the development of the park. We have commitments for 
in-kind work and volunteers obtained from open houses and surveys, and we are 
actively working to develop partnerships that will include youth groups, service groups 
and local government.   
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St. Albert Bike Association Report To Council 

Community Engagement:  
 
Communication with our Community is the most important tool for success.  As a not for 
profit group keeping our stakeholders informed is what has made our endeavors work.   
 
We actively promote the Club using the local media, social media and website postings 
to keep our members abreast of our progress. 
 
Our club were active participants in the Open Houses held in the Grandin 
neighbourhood answering questions from stakeholders and listening to the concerns 
and comments of the stakeholders.  Our endeavors were well received by the attendees 
and while opposition was expressed for the location of a park in a residential 
neighbourhood the overwhelming majority who attended the Open Houses supported a 
Bike Skills Park in our community.   
 
Through the process, the online surveys, the comments on our Facebook page, the 
Open Houses and door knocking, specifically in Grandin, our focus has been on 
development of a park in an area that would be supported by the community and be an 
optimum location for a high caliber park.   
 
We have always believed that the Liberton Park area and then the Grandin- 
Glouchester Park were optimum locations for a recreation use park. We have listened to 
the community and in our desire to be good neighbours, to create a positive atmosphere 
where all stakeholders can move forward with this project we believe that the Riel land 
is the best decision for this Park.   
 
Community Support: 
 
Through sponsorship from community businesses and groups we believe the park will 
become a sustainable gathering place for future generations. The all ages appeal of the 
park will ensure that as young users grow up and have families of their own, they will 
continue to use and gain a sense of pride and ownership of the park.   
 
SABA is actively fostering partnerships with other local community groups and 
businesses, seeking out short and long term sponsorships and partnerships. We have 
already begun the process of applying for grants dependant upon the positive outcome 
of this process. All of these elements will help to increase the visibility, viability and 
sustainability of the park for years to come. 
 
 
The City of St. Albert has a number of other free recreation areas that are bursting at 
the seams with users. Our community philosophy of Play for All Ages is embedded in 
everything we do and support. It will be a wonderful addition to the community for all 
persons. 
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St. Albert Bike Association Report To Council 

Conclusion and Recommendations: 
 

Achieving a positive outcome of a Bike Skills Park in St. Albert must be done 
collaboratively with the support of St. Albert City Council and the residents of St. Albert.  
The St. Albert Bike Association wishes to actively work in partnership with the City and 
residents to develop a family friend Bike Park in the community.  We will support the 
development of a vibrant park within the City that promotes outdoor activities and a 
healthy lifestyle.   
 
As we continue to make roadways in the community we are seeing our membership 
grow an ever increasing interest in organized bike programs in the community. Support 
from local groups continues to flourish and the excitement around this new recreation 
area is growing.  We look forward to a positive relationship with the City in the 
development of a Bike Skills Park within the City of St. Albert.   
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Chris Jardine 
General Manager 
Community & Protective Services 
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Project History & Council Direction 
• 2009 – Concept born & included in 3 – yr Cap. Plan 

• 2010 – Work commenced 

• 2011 – Timing adjusted pushed 1 year 

• 2012 - 35 + Sites reviewed 

• 2013 – Initial site proposed & Public Engagement 
          Plan Implementation 

• 2014 – Open Houses and Survey 
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Project Progress 
Since the September 23, 2013 Council 
Meeting: 
• Implementation of the a thorough public 

engagement process. 
• Gathering of feedback from residents 

through email, surveys, open houses, etc. 
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Public Engagement Process 
• A 60 + Day process 
• Two open houses 
• Mail out and survey to 300m Radius of each site 
• 630 residents in Grandin 
• 150 Riel Businesses 
• E-mail communication with site stakeholders to inform 

and gather feedback 
• Online Survey  
• Door to Door campaign Immediate location (32 homes) 
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Public Engagement Process 
Communication Tools 
• WebPages announcement and Social Media 
• 2 mail outs 
• E Blasts 
• 2 Press Releases 
• Information table 
• City lights advertisements and paid advertisements in 

the Gazette and Leader 
• Posters distributed through St. Albert and schools 
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Internal Stakeholders 
Policing Perspective: 

• Preferred 43 R Riel Drive 
 

Planning Department Feedback 
• Flood Line awareness  
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Summary of Results 
• Through the consultation process, Administration 

received : 
 294 online surveys, 
 85 mailed survey forms, and  
 33 individual emails 
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Summary of Results 
• Themes 
 70.2% of respondents fully supported the 

development  of a skills park. 
 Strong believe in active living and support the concept 

of having another facility in the City where families 
can come together in an outdoor park setting.  

 Bike Skills Park would enhance St. Albert’s image as 
a vibrant community; thus providing a boost to local 
businesses and community stakeholders.  
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Summary of Results… 
• Strong majority support Riel Location 

 
• Very clear that Gloucester Park, or any residential 

neighborhood, not supported 
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Recommendation 
That 43 R Riel Drive be approved 
as the location for the 
construction of a Mountain Bike 
Skills Park. 
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Project Progress – ‘cont’ 
Next Steps: 
1. Undergo the natural area assessment for 

43 R Riel Drive.   
2. Go to tender to design and build the 

future Bike Skills Park. (July to 
September 2014) 

 



Questions? 
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