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CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REPORT 

 

Subject: POLICY C-FS-10 SENIOR HOMEOWNERS PROPERTY 
TAX ASSISTANCE GRANT-AMENDMENTS 

 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
That Council Policy C-FS-10, Senior Homeowners Property Tax Assistance Grant, 
be amended by substituting City Council Policy C-FS-10, Senior Homeowners 
Property Tax Assistance Grant as shown in Attachment 1 to the agenda report 
dated March 17, 2014. 

 
Purpose of Report 
 
Passage of the recommendations would allow for the continuance of the Senior 
Homeowners Property Tax Assistance Grant program in 2014, under the 
provisions made within the amended Council Policy C-FS-10.   The report details 
the new format and delivery of the program, and provides program details. 
 
Council Direction 
 
On January 13, 2014, Standing Committee on Finance passed the following 
motion: 
 
SCF4-2014 
 That Administration bring forward to Council, prior to the end of March 2014, 
Policy C-FS-10 Senior Homeowners Property Assistance Grant, with amendments 
to internally administer the program and a clause to prevent residents from 
applying for both this municipal rebate and the provincial property tax deferral. 
 
Background and Discussion 
 
The Senior Homeowner’s Property Tax Assistance Grant is an existing grant 
program that has been in place in St. Albert since 2009. It provides an annual $100 
grant to eligible low-income seniors, who fit the following criteria:  
  

• Must own their home; 
• Must be Alberta residents; 
• Must be 65 or older; and 
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• Must be eligible for the provincial Alberta Seniors Benefit program. 
 
 

Total participation in the program since inception has been as follows: 
 
Tax Year Grant Uptake  Expense 
2013  558   $55,800 
2012  605   $60,500 
2011  577   $57,700 
2010  568   $56,800 
2009  497   $49,700 
 
Prior to 2014, all program administration for the Senior Homeowners Property Tax 
Assistance Grant was handled by the Ministry of Alberta Seniors & Community 
Supports.  Key was the Ministry’s ability to use its provincial database of seniors 
qualified for the Alberta Seniors Benefit, as the main criterion and filter in 
determining eligibility.  This provided an accurate and thorough income-based test 
of eligibility.  Because of the commencement of the Provincial Tax Deferral 
Program in 2013, the Province had expressed their desire to discontinue 
administering rebate programs directly on municipalities’ behalf. 
 
As recently as January 2014, at Standing Committee on Finance, it was 
anticipated by Administration that a revised grant program would entail having 
seniors self-apply via an application process, that income testing would have to be 
replicated, and that additional staffing expenses up to $10,000 would be required.    
 
However, through recent collaborative efforts between Administration and the 
Ministry of Health - Seniors Services and Continuing Care, a revised data sharing 
agreement will be established, allowing for Administration to receive an annual 
listing from the Ministry, of the senior households that are eligible for the grant.   
This listing will already be filtered by age, residency, and receipt of the Alberta 
Senior’s Benefit (proof of low income).  Administration will then review and match 
that list to existing tax accounts, and apply a $100 grant in the form of a tax credit 
to the eligible senior homeowner’s tax account. This agreement will allow for the 
following: 
 

• It will alleviate the need for seniors to have to self-apply via application form 
on an annual basis.    

• It will alleviate the need for Administration to perform an income means test 
to validate eligibility or collect this information from the senior. 

• It will negate the need for additional staffing costs as previously identified.  
(An amount of $10,000 previously anticipated for staffing and advertising will 
not be required). 

• It will allow for the program to continue on in the most seamless fashion 
possible, with the least amount of disruption for both eligible seniors and 
Administration. 
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• The program will remain financially sustainable, as it is still income-tested, 
using the same criteria as pre-2014.       

 
C-FS-10 has been revised to make the necessary amendments to the policy.   The 
final recommended version is Attachment 1. A redline version is included as 
Attachment 2. 
 
Stakeholder Communications or Engagement 
 
• Advertisement of the Senior Homeowner Property Tax Assistance Grant will be 

contained within City Lights, in the St. Albert Gazette, in May 2014.  
• Additional advertising will be included by brochure or insert, with the mailing of 

the 2014 Assessment & Tax Notice, occurring in the 4th week of May 2014. 
• Additional advertising will be posted on the City of St. Albert website as 

necessary. 
 
Implications of Recommendation(s) 
 
a) Financial: 

If approved, total budgeted funding for the program in 2014 will remain at 
$65,000.    
 

b) Legal / Risk: 
None at this time. 
 

c) Program or Service:   
If approved, an amended C-FS-10 would allow for the continuance of the 
Senior Homeowners Property Tax Assistance Grant, in the amount of $100 per 
annum, per eligible household.  The primary intent of the program to provide 
municipal property tax assistance to low-income senior homeowners residing 
within St. Albert, would be preserved. 
 

d) Organizational: 
If approved, an amended C-FS-10 transfers responsibility for the administration 
of the program from the Provincial Government to City of St. Albert 
Administration.   Self-administration will result in new administrative tasks that 
will be taken on by staff primarily within the Assessment & Taxation 
Department.   

 
Alternatives and Implications Considered 
 
Council’s alternative would be to cancel the grant program for 2014.   This would 
have the effect of reducing the 2014 operating budget by the currently allocated 
$65,000.   However, it would also negate the $100 grant amount currently received 
by approximately 600 senior households. 
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Strategic Connections 
 
a) Council’s Goals and Priorities  

• COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Strengthen St. Albert’s social fabric and 
enhance the safety and health of St. Albert’s families. 

• GOVERNANCE: Improve efficiency, plan strategically, enhance 
accountability and build effective partnerships and relationships to ensure 
the right choices for St. Albert in both the immediate and longer term. 

 
b) Long Term Plans  

• N/A 
 

c) Corporate Objectives  
• Deliver programs and services that meet or exceed our standards 
• Exercise strong fiscal management 
• Ensure our customers are very satisfied 

 
d) Policies 

• C-FS-10   Senior Homeowner’s Property Tax Assistance Grant 
 

e) Other Plans or Initiatives  
• N/A 

 
Attachment(s) 
 
1. Council Policy C-FS-10 Senior Homeowner’s Property Tax Assistance Grant 

(amendments incorporated) 
2. Council Policy C-FS-10 Senior Homeowner’s Property Tax Assistance Grant 

(amendments highlighted).  
  

 
 
Originating Department(s): Assessment & Taxation 
Author(s): 
General Manager Approval: 

Greg Dahlen, Director Assessment and Taxation 
Anita Ho, Chief Financial Officer 

 
City Manager Signature:   

Date: 
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Purpose 
 
To reduce the impact of increases in municipal property taxation for eligible senior homeowners by 
establishing a framework for a fixed grant to eligible households. 
 
Policy  
 
The City shall provide a Senior Homeowners Property Tax Assistance Grant to eligible households. 
 
Standards 
 
1. The City shall undertake the primary role in the administration and delivery of the program, and 

the Government of Alberta’s role shall be limited to the provision of required Alberta Senior’s 
Benefit information.   

 
2. Specific program eligibility shall be determined by Council, and is to be based on the 

qualifications outlined by the Government of Alberta’s Alberta Seniors Benefit program.    
 
3. The City shall receive from the Government of Alberta by May 15 of each year, a list of St. Albert 

households, who are currently receiving the Alberta Senior’s Benefit.   This list forms the basis of 
eligibility for the Senior Homeowner Property Tax Assistance Grant for the tax year. 

 
4. The City shall provide a flat grant amount to each eligible household, in the form of a tax credit 

applied to the property tax account pertaining to the eligible household’s primary St. Albert 
residence.  The grant amount is limited to one per household per tax year. 

 
5. No Senior Homeowner’s Tax Assistance Grant shall be permitted if the homeowner is 

participating in the Alberta Senior’s Property Tax Deferral program, in the same tax year.      
 
6. The amount of the grant and funding for the City’s grant will be established annually through the 

Municipal Operating Budget. 
 
7. Administration shall report to Council annually, providing details on the number of grants issued 

and total program expenditure.  

                                                 
Legal Reference:  Municipal Government Act 
Cross References:  Government of Alberta’s Alberta Seniors’ Benefit,  Policy C-FS-05, Budget Guiding 
Principles 

C-FS-10    
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Purpose 
 
To reduce the impact of increases in municipal property taxation for eligible senior homeowners by 
establishing a framework for a fixed grant to eligible households. 
 
Policy  
 
The City shall provide a Senior Homeowners Property Tax Assistance Grant to eligible households. 
 
The City shall partner with the Government of Alberta to deliver and administer this grant program.  
 
Standards 
 
1. The City’s role in the administration and delivery of the program shall be limited to the provision 

of required information and remittance, undertake the primary role in the administration and 
delivery of the program, and to the Government of Alberta’s, of the dollar amount of municipal 
grants provided to eligible households role shall be limited to the provision of required Alberta 
Senior’s Benefit information. 
 

2. Specific program eligibility and application criteria shall be based determined by Council, and is 
to be based on the qualifications outlined by the Government of Alberta’s “Alberta Seniors 
Benefit “program and “Education Property Tax Assistance Program for Seniors” programs.    

 
3. The City shall inform receive from the Government of Alberta in writing by May 15 of each year of 

the amount of the City’s grant to be paid to each eligible household a list of St. Albert 
households, who are currently receiving the Alberta Senior’s Benefit.   This list forms the basis of 
eligibility for the Senior Homeowner Property Tax Assistance Grant for the tax year. 

 
4. The City shall provide a flat grant amount to each eligible household. The grant shall be issued 

by the Government of Alberta, concurrently with its Alberta Seniors Benefit program benefits.  in 
the form of a tax credit applied to the property tax account pertaining to the eligible household’s 
primary St. Albert residence.  The grant amount is limited to one per household per tax year. 

 
5. No Senior Homeowner’s Tax Assistance Grant shall be permitted if the homeowner is 

participating in the Alberta Senior’s Property Tax Deferral program, in the same tax year.      
 
6. The amount of the grant and funding for the City’s grant will be established annually through the 

Municipal Operating Budget. 
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7. Administration shall report to Council annually, providing details on the number of grants issued 
and total program expenditure.  

                                                 
Legal Reference: Municipal Government Act 
Cross References:  Government of Alberta’s Alberta Seniors’ Benefit; Government of Alberta’s Property 
Tax Assistance Program for Seniors; Policy C-FS-05, Budget Guiding Principles 
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Senior’s Tax Grant - Background 
•   Program was initiated in 2009. 
•   Grant of $100 per eligible senior’s 
 household,  applicable to their municipal 
 property taxes. 
•   Intent is to help alleviate rising costs of 
 property taxes experienced by low 
 income seniors. 
•   Province is discontinuing it’s desire to 
 administer municipal grant programs 
 directly on our behalf.  

1 



Senior’s Tax Grant - Eligibility 
•   Based on confirmation that applicant 
receives the Alberta Seniors Benefit. 

1. Age:  At lease one owner is aged 65 or 
older. 

2. Accommodation:  Grant applies only to 
homeowners paying property tax. 

3. Annual Income:  Single:  <$25,800, 
Couple: <$41,900 

4. Residency:  St. Albert resident 
5. Citizenship:  Canadian citizen  
             

2 



Grant Program Statistics 
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Taxation Year Actual Expense Households 

2014 TBA 600-650 est. 

2013 $55,800 558 

2012 $60,500 605 

2011 $57,700 577 

2010 $56,800 568 

2009 $49,700 497 



Administrative Overview 
•   Grant expenditure currently contained 
 within cost centre 6000 – Tax Revenues & 
 Requisitions under account 6601 6000 
 100. 
•   Established and administered under 
 Policy C-FS-10. 
•   Amendments of C-FS-10 required to self-
 administer the program for 2014 onwards. 
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Amended Program Details 
•   Grant program remains essentially the 
 same as 2009-2013. 
•   Administration will utilize listing of eligible 
 properties as supplied by the Ministry of 
 Health, Seniors Services & Continuing 
 Care. 
•   This listing notates those senior 
 households receiving the ASB. 
•   Administration will match properties and 
 apply tax credit directly to tax account. 

5 



Amended Program Details 
•   No grant allowable if senior household is 
 participating in the Provincial Seniors Tax 
 Deferral Program in same tax year. 
•   Senior’s will not have to self-apply or fill out 
 an application form.  Program will continue 
 on quite seamlessly as before. 
•   Program continues to be for low-income 
 seniors only, who currently receive ASB.   
•   Annual expenditure should be largely 
 known by Q3 each year. 

6 



Public Engagement 
•   Program details will be advertised in City 
 Lights. 
•   Program details will appear on City 
 website. 
•   Administration hopes to have a line item on 
 the 2014 Assessment & Tax notice that will 
 specifically notate the grant credit, for 
 those who are receiving it.   
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Annual Program Timelines 
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Date Program Event 
Jan-Feb Annual budgetary approval  

April-May Receive recipient list from Province 

May Match to our records and credit 
eligible tax accounts.  Advertise as 
required. 

June Homeowner receives credit as shown 
on annual tax notice. 

July-Dec Answer any inquiries and perform 
minor tax account maintenance if 
required.  



Questions 
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