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CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REPORT 

 

Subject: MOUNTAIN BIKE SKILLS PARK -  
 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT RESULTS AND 

RECOMMENDED LOCATION 
 
Recommendation(s): 
 
That Liberton Park be approved as the location to construct the Mountain Bike 
Skills Park on in 2013. 
 
Report Summary:   
 
This report provides a summary of the history of the project, the site selection 
process, the results of the community engagement process, and Administration’s 
recommendation regarding where to construct the Mountain Bike Skills Park 
Project. 
 
Legislative History: 
 
During the budget process on December 3, 2009, Committee of the Whole passed 
the following motion: 
 
 “That the 2010-2012 Proposed Municipal Capital Project "Recreation Dirt Bike 

Mogul Track" (Attachment 12, Line 28 p. 10 of 15) be moved from "Unfunded" 
to "Funded" in 2012 ($200,000)” 

 
Through subsequent motions, the timing and allocation of the funding was adjusted 
and formally approved by Council as follows: 
 
• On December 20, 2010, Council approved the 2011 municipal Capital Budget 

in the amount of $13,529,850, in which $25,000 was included for the 
“Recreation Dirt Bike Mogul Track” [design work]. (Motion C755-2010) 

 
• On December 19, 2011, Council approved the 2012 Municipal Capital budget in 

the amount of $69,353,700, in which $175,000 was included for the “Mountain 
Bike Skills Park” [construction].  (Motion C814-2011) 
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Report 
 
Background 
 
Mountain biking is a relatively young sport that is growing each year. The sport 
itself has several distinct disciplines offering recreational mountain biking that all 
ages can participate in. These disciplines include: cross country, downhill, dirt 
jumping, skill development, and free-riding.  Related sports include BMX riding and 
skateboarding, this is found in St. Albert with BMX riders, Mountain Bike riders, 
and skateboard riders using trails and parks built for the other sports.  
 
This project is viewed as positive for the community due to the following factors:  

• a primary user of the park is “youth” which is a community demographic 
which is Council supported,  

• this additional recreational activity on the site supports the principles of the 
Recreation Master Plan; that is complementary and multipurpose uses of 
existing spaces and places,   

• it supports the newly launched provincial campaign titled “bring back play”, 
• it is recognized that the addition of this unstructured recreational activity 

benefits the community at large. 
 
As well, the City’s related recreational amenities are highly used, with the BMX 
Club having 150 members prior to the redevelopment, and daily use averaging 90 
riders per night.    This participation has dropped slightly since the remediation of 
the site, but the Club anticipates participation to grow past their previous numbers 
through their renewed efforts.  The St. Albert Skateboard Park estimated daily 
participation is 80 and there has also been an increase in BMX and mountain bike 
riders at the park.  In 2012, there was a ratio of 8:2 of bicycle riders to 
skateboarders.   With the development of the Bike Skills Park, it is expected that 
this ratio will adjust and there will be fewer bikers using the skateboard park.  This 
would allow the skateboard park to be used as it was designed.      
 
In terms of research in the region, administration found that Devon Bike Skills Park 
regularly had a daily range of between 12 to 20 people riding during the 
weeknights and 20 plus on weekends, given that this community is approximately 
1/10 the size of St. Albert, it can reasonably be expected that over 100 riders per 
day will be using the St. Albert Park.  
 
Project Progress 
 
This particular project began through funding approval from Council as a result of a 
request from two young St. Albertans.   
 
After funding approval was received Administration began working with the two 
individuals who presented to Council.  The first step was to begin the search for a 
suitable site for the Bike Skills Park. 
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The first search revealed 34 sites that met the criteria, but a detailed review had 
almost all of the sites eliminated, for various necessary reasons. That left three 
sites to consider: Mission Hill Park, Liberton Park, and 501 ER (near Grey Nuns 
White Spruce Park).  In July 2012 Adminstration submitted these three sites to 
Council and suggested that the next step was to develop preliminary concept 
designs for those sites and to test the citizens’ response to the sites and the 
concept designs through a public engagement process.  Council agreed to this 
process, and Administration began preparing the next steps. 
 
To prepare for the public engagement, Administration began working on concept 
designs, but through a detailed site review it was determined that the site identified 
as 501 ER was not suitable to be presented to the public because of the projected 
cost of soil preparation and development of the Bike Skills Park would exceed 
approved budget, due to the unstable soil conditions. 
 
The two remaining sites had concept designs developed; they are included as 
Attachment 2 (Mission Hill) and Attachment 3 (Liberton Park).  The conceptual 
design elements of the proposed park include cross country trails, wall rides, 
beginner skill sections, flow trail, pump track, progression jumps, drops, etc. All 
reviewed sites are listed in Attachment 5.  
 
Community Engagement Process  
 
A comprehensive Public Engagement Plan was developed and is described in  
Attachment 1. 
 
Community Engagement Results 
 
Thirty-six people attended the November 20 and 22, 2012 open houses and 223 
online surveys were completed.  66.4% of respondents indicating they were in 
favor of the Bike Skills Park and 33.6% of respondents indicating they were not in 
favor of the Bike Skills Park.  Further, the survey results indicate that 62% 
supported the Mission Park (Seven Hills) site and 38% supported the Liberton site. 
 
Those that were not in support of Mission Park cited the following reasons:   

• the site stakeholders already utilizing many aspects of the site (i.e. Ecole 
Father Jan, Little White School House); 

• the high level of activity and other programming already at the site was 
considered to be busy, the addition of another activity was thought to 
increase intensity of use of the site to overcapacity;  

• the historical significance of the site to the Catholic Church and the AHF; 
and 

• the potential safety and security issues with the children attending Ecole 
Father Jan. 

 
Those that were in support of Mission Park cited the following reasons:   

• central, easier access from paved trails less traffic; 
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• central and visible location with available parking both at top and bottom;  
• topography and elevation is completely suitable for the Bike Skills Park 

development. 
 
See Attachment 4 for a complete summary of the Survey Results. 
 
Since the close of the survey on December 7, Administration has received 23 
additional responses through phone calls, emails, and letters. Of the 23 responses, 
11 stated that they were not in support of locating the bike park on Mission Hill, 2 
responses were against locating the bike park on Liberton Hill, 6 responses were 
against building the bike park at either location, and 4 were not in support of a bike 
park in St. Albert. 
 
Administrative Recommendation 
 
Administration found that approximately 2/3 of respondents support the 
construction of a bike park, and approximately 2/3 of respondents preferred the 
Mission Park site. 
 
Administration also conducted personal interviews and received feedback from the 
site stakeholders. Given the serious site issues and comments presented from the 
site stakeholders and community at large, Administration is not supportive of 
constructing the Bike Skills Park at Mission Park, and instead recommends that it 
be constructed at Liberton Park.  The primary considerations were: 

• the site concerns relating to Mission Park are significant, far reaching, and 
integral to the history of the City; and 

• the multi use aspects of Mission Park are already maximized, and further 
activities will over-utilize the site. 
 

As well, the recommendation for siting the Bike Skills Park at Liberton Park is 
supported by the following rationale:   

• it meets all primary criteria; 
• it has limited but available parking lot; 
• it makes the site more multipurpose, by adding the summer Bike Skills Park 

activity; 
• it is expected to increase traffic to the local businesses in that area; 
• it is centrally located; 
• it is accessible by public transit, trail and bike; and 
• it provides complementary unstructured activities for the park with 

tobogganing and cross country skiing in the winter, and the Bike Skills Park 
in the summer (refer to Attachment 6 to view the concept diagram of the 
planned recreational site activities).   

 
While this report provides a recommendation to approve Liberton Park as the site 
for the Mountain Bike Skills Park, the following additional options are provided for 
Council’s consideration.   
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1. Direct Administration to site the Bike Skills Park at the 501 ER site.  This would 

require an additional $175,000 in funds for the ground work and to construct a 
parking lot. 
 

2. Direct Administration to construct the Bike Skills Park at Mission Park, in 
accordance with the majority of the residents’ wishes, as noted in the open 
house and survey feedback. 

 
3. Direct Administration to cancel the project. 

 
Link to Council or Corporate Objectives: 
 
The Mountain Bike Skills Park project supports the following Council objectives. 
 
Goal – Community Development 
Strengthen St. Albert’s social fabric and enhance the safety and health of 
St. Albert’s families. 
 
Goal – Economic Development 
Build and diversify St. Albert’s economy in partnership with the community and key 
stakeholders. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The project has been funded through the 10 Year Municipal Capital Plan; therefore 
no additional financial implications. 
  
Legal Implications: 
 
None 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Communication Plan 
2. Mission Park Design Concept 
3. Liberton Park Design Concept 
4. Mountain Bike Skills Park Survey Responses 
5. List of other Sites considered  
6. Liberton Hill Multiuse Map 
 
Report Date January 28, 2013 
Originating Department Recreation Services 
Prepared by: Monique St. Louis 
Approved by Chris Jardine 
City Manager Review Patrick Draper 
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St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
Communication Tools 

 
Webpage: www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park (put up Oct.19) 
St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
Photos courtesy of Hinton Mountain Bike Park 
 
Bike skill parks are great places to hone or develop your bike handling skills. They 
provide a safe, fun environment to ride in and are suitable for all ages, skill levels and all 
types of bikes. A well designed park allows riders to progress through a variety of 
features from beginner to advanced levels all within a dynamic self-taught environment.  
 
The future St. Albert Bike Skills Park will provide our youth with an additional free and 
spontaneous recreational opportunity. This opportunity will be open to all St. Albert 
residents and visitors. The park will serve as a gathering point for our youth who enjoy 
taking part in healthy outdoor activities.  
 
The City of St. Albert and a youth-driven Bike Skills Advisory Committee has partnered 
to bring a Bike Skills Park to St. Albert. In 2009, City Council approved $200,000 for the 
design and build of the park. Since 2010, the committee has been meeting and working 
towards site selection, fund development, generating interest and design of the future 
park.  
 
We have also created an FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) pdf document for the 
website on the Bike Skills Park.  
 
Have Your Say! 
The City of St. Albert wants your input on the proposed locations and concept designs 
for the Bike Skills Park. Public consultation on the Bike Skills Park starts with two open 
houses, November 20 and 22, and then goes online from Nov.23 – Dec.7, 2012. Scroll 
down for further information.  
 
Possible Locations 
Two possible locations have been identified – Liberton Park and Mission Park (Seven 
Hills).  
 
The FAQ document also listed the criteria used to select the possible sites and the 
advantages/disadvantages of each location. 
 
Design Concepts 
The features of the St. Albert Bike Skills Park will be incorporated into its location’s 
natural surroundings and trail system. There will be specific sections for riders of all 
ages and all abilities including an area for brand new riders. Possible features include: 
pump track, jump trails, cross country trails, drop zone and skills area.  
 

http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
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Concept designs will be posted starting Nov.23.  
 
Residents can provide their input on the design concepts various ways. Please scroll 
down to see how you can provide feedback.  
 
How to Provide Feedback 
You can provide your input the following ways: 

 Take part in the Open Houses:  
o Tuesday, November 20 & Thursday, November 22 
o 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
o St. Albert Place, Main Floor Lobby 
o 5 St. Anne Street 

From November 23 to December 7, 2012, provide your input:  

 Online at www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park. Concept designs and online feedback 
form will be posted.  

 Email your comments to bikeskillspark@st-albert.net.  

 Mail your comments to: Community and Protective Services, c/o Bike Skills Park, 
Main Floor, St. Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street, T8N 3Z9 

 For more information or to obtain a hard copy of the proposed location and 
concept designs, email bikeskillspark@st-albert.net or call 780-459-1600. 

 
Project Timeline: 

 August to November 2012 – Creation of concept drawings for the designated 
sites. 

 November 2012 – Concept drawings and site presentations to the public – 
Nov.20 to Dec.7, 2012. 

 Summer/Fall 2013 – Bike park construction 
 
If you are interested in joining the committee or helping in other way, or for more 
information, contact:  
Micah Seon-King  
Community Recreation Coordinator, City of St. Albert 
780-459-1716 
mseonking@st-albert.net  
 
Check us out on Facebook – St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
Bike Park Links: 
Devon Bike Park 
Hinton Mountain Bike Park 
Kelowna Mountain Bike Park 
Canmore Bike Park 
Seattle Urban Mountain Bike Park 
  
  

http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
mailto:bikeskillspark@st-albert.net
mailto:bikeskillspark@st-albert.net
mailto:mseonking@st-albert.net
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FAQ – see separate document. 

 Need to have final approval and then get formatted with a few visuals 
 
Citylights 
Runs: October 25, November 3, 10, 17 
 
Under Heading: Have Your Say! 
 
Title: St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations and concept 
designs for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park.  
 
Share your input at the Open Houses: 
 
Nov.20 and 22, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
St. Albert Place, Main Floor Lobby 
5 St. Anne Street 
 
From Nov.23 to Dec.7, provide your feedback online at www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park, 
email comments to bikeskillspark@st-albert.net or call 780-459-1600.  
 
Runs: November 24 and Dec.1 
 
Under Heading: Have Your Say! 
 
Title: St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations and concept 
designs for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park.  
 
Share your input online at www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park, email comments to 
bikeskillspark@st-albert.net or call 780-459-1600.  
 
Deadline: December 7, 2012.  
 
Shawticker 
Runs: October 27 – Nov.20 
Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations 
and concept designs for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park. Open Houses: Nov.20 & 22, 
6:30 to 8 p.m., St. Albert Place Lobby, 5 St. Anne Street. www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-
park  
 
  

http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
mailto:bikeskillspark@st-albert.net
http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
mailto:bikeskillspark@st-albert.net
http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
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Runs: Nov.21 – 22 
Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations 
and concept designs for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park. Open House: Nov.22, 6:30 to 8 
p.m., St. Albert Place Lobby, 5 St. Anne Street. www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park  
 
Runs: Nov.23 – Dec.6 
Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations 
and concept designs for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park. Share your input online at 
www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park, email comments to bikeskillspark@st-albert.net or call 
780-459-1600. Deadline: Dec.7 
 
Scoop/Rec Newsletter info 
 
Title: Have Your Say! St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations and concept 
designs for the future St. Albert Bike Skills Park. 
 
Bike skill parks are great places to hone or develop your bike handling skills. They 
provide a safe, fun environment to ride in and are suitable for all ages, skill levels and all 
types of bikes. 
 
The St. Albert Bike Skills Park will provide a free and spontaneous recreational 
opportunity to all St. Albert residents and visitors. The park will serve as a gathering 
point for our youth who enjoy taking part in healthy outdoor activities.  
 
Proposed locations: Liberton Park and Mission Park (Seven Hills) 
 
Share your input at the Open Houses: 
 
Nov.20 and 22, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
St. Albert Place, Main Floor Lobby 
5 St. Anne Street 
 
From Nov.23 to Dec.7, provide your feedback online at www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park, 
email comments to bikeskillspark@st-albert.net or call 780-459-1600.  
 
Information on Home Page under Spotlight On: 
 
Title: St. Albert Bike Skills Park 
 
Have Your Say! The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations 
and concept designs. 
 
Learn more (link to www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park)  
  

http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
mailto:bikeskillspark@st-albert.net
http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
mailto:bikeskillspark@st-albert.net
http://www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park
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Poster – already in design 
Size: 
Colour 
Graphics: Micah to give Pete photos of various bike skills parks 
City logo 
 
Headline: Have Your Say!  
 
Subhead: St. Albert Bike Skills Park Open Houses 
 
The City of St. Albert wants your feedback on the proposed locations and concept 
designs for the St. Albert Bike Skills Park.   
 
Tuesday, November 20 & Thursday, November  
6:30 to 8 p.m. 
St. Albert Place, Main Floor Lobby 
5 St. Anne Street 
 
Unable to Attend? Information and feedback forms will be posted on the website starting 
November 23, 2012. Deadline for feedback: December 14, 2012.  
 
QR Code    www.stalbert.ca/bike-skills-park 
 
Corporate bar 
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ATTACHMENT 4Bike Skills Park Citizen Survey Results

Total Surveys 223 Total in support for the Project 148 Total Votes for Mission Hill 89

Total Completed Surveys 211 Total Not in support of the Project 75 Total Votes for Liberton Park 54

Open Ended Responses from those Respondents in Support of a Bike Skills Park in St. Albert

 Question 1 Summary We want to hear from you about the concept drawings and the potential sites. Are you in favour of a bike skill spark in St. Albert?

(common themes, repeated more then once)

Because now that the BMX Track is closed to the public, there is no where legal teens can ride and do jumps.

It shows that St. Albert values it's citizens living  an active lifestyle

You got to drive a long way to go biking

It would be beneficial to the kids and adults of the community. Great way to stay fit and get out.

It would be a great place for kids and adults alike to refine their bike skills and exercise.

can be a boom for St. Albert tourism

It will give our children and youth (and adults) a great recreational outlet.

New something new

The Edmonton area doesn't have a park like this for mtn bikers to use.

Because we want to ride!

great addition to our community. looking for the oppportunity as an adult mountain biker it's exciting

prevents damage to our ravines by kids making their own bike skills park

A great addition to St. albert's activity parks

The more variety of skill sets / activities  = equals a healthier community

When I was a kid, we would build bike skills structures and spend hours working on them and riding them... then they would get torn down by 

developers or city staff citing "liability issues". Common, let's face it, we complain endlessly that there's 'nothing to do' and with an obesity 

epademic on our hands, why wouldn't we put 110% into something like a bike skills park. Its about time.

It will bring new customers to my store!

It promotes sport and physical activity.  It also provides a venue that not only folks from St. Albert will use.  I have mountain 

biked at Silver Star Ski Resort and witnessed all ages including a 65 year old man (keep in mind when Mountain Bikes came 

of age that guy was one of the pioneers!!).

Because we do have to separate the bikers and skaters for safety and to avoid conflicts.

I believe the biking community in St.Albert is vastly growing. and different disciplines of biking are arising. However the youth are limited to the 

style of riding due to the environment they are placed it. Personally i've been riding St.Albert for the last 9 years. started off with the Jesons 

bike jumps in front of Paradise pets. I made new friends, my mom was happy to see me outside, and best of all that Esso constantly saw all of 

us due to our bottomless stomachs haha. I strongly believe this addiction to this city will be nothing but great for this community.

I'm in favor because of the many demonstrated intrinisc benefits to all community members associated with any structured community 

development. In addition it would bring more exposure and visitors to St. Albert.

We need, not just want, recreational options for youth. The community as a whole will benefit. We do not need youth hanging around bored 

and looking for excitement.



ATTACHMENT 4I do not like Mission HIll being a proposed site

there seem to be aspects that cater to several different types of bike skills, not to mention skill levels.

Question 2 Summary What do you like about the features displayed in the concept drawings park? 

(common themes, repeated more then once)There seems to be something for everyone. I find the concept drawings exciting to look at and wonderfully diverse.

Pretty much all of it. Especially the size of the park and the progression jumps

Variety of different obstacles and trails

Downhill parts

Skills area  Appropriate for all ages

Good for beginners as well as experienced riders

Everything about the features in the drawing are magnificent, but the best would have to be the flow lanes.

Conceptual parks take advantage of the entire park area allowing for many options to be included in the design.

Looks like it is open and fun, we had one similar when we lived in California and it was utilized a lot

We have fantastic trails but a variety of man made features add to the excitement and appeal to riding

Some of the lines but there should be gaps and a trick jump.

I like the whole concept

Dirt jumps  Tracks

very impressive

The different skill level trails and the pump track.

i want every thing besides tables . tables arent fu

Tons of diversity amongst obstacles, nicely layed out - modular yet you can still progress through the park along a track if you prefer.

I like the flow and the different expertise levels. They seem very diversified, in a good way.

all of it.  But if I had to choose the trials and drop section.

well thought out track encouraging increasing skill acquisition

Technical skills, drops, woodwork

something for all levels.    Will be able to utilize for many years.

Question 3 Summary What would you improve in the concept drawings and why? 

(common themes, repeated more then once)

Nothing. It looks perfect.

Bathrooms?

I think this is great

I really like that the proposed parks call for some permanent fixtures on the most recognizeable hill in the city. It just helps create more 

awareness for the white school, the local businesses, and the community as a whole.

The design provides an opportunity for all skill levels to practice and have fun in a safe environment.  It is commendable that this group is not 

opposed to allowing for four season use of the space

I work with triathlon Canada and Tri Alberta in an executive role. In the expansion of our sport into the xterra events, which are mountain-bike 

specific. Although not necessary right now, if the St. Albert mountain bike course would be able to plan for a lake (with a 500 - 750m lap 

distance built into it) to be built within transition proximity, then there would be significant cause to believe the site would generate a substantial 

amount of revenue through races and triathlete use. Additional funding could be expected through the national council as well as current 

corporate sponsors.

I would not change the concept, I don't ride bikes but there are a lot of kids in my neighborhood who do and having a place like this for them to 

go is a great idea. A controlled enviroment
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I would leave it to the youth to improve.

Need places to sit and watch.

 Talk to the experts who will advise you on novice, intermediate and advanced courses.

Add more technical bike park things such as teeter totters, log channels etc.

We need gap jumps, in the harder lines for more progression. And 1 trick jump with a wooden kicker and a soft landing.

Question 4 Summary Are there any elements not identified in the concept drawings that you would like to see in the community bike skills park? 

(common themes, repeated more then once)Mabey some smaller jumps, and an area for smaller children,

None

Bike rentals so people who don't have mountain bikes can also use the park.

Emergency call box.

A 4x track maybe?

Overall 

pretty good 

Trick jumps, wooden kicker

Very well thought out and planned to be apart of the parks! Great Effort Committee!

Question 5 Summary Which site do you prefer? 

(common themes, repeated more then once)

Liberton Park

Several drops should be included: a rider rides down a course and finishes by riding off a drop, falling 3 to 10 feet, landing on a steep slope 

which gradually becomes flat.

not sure how/where but would make sure to incorporate an area (power) that would be the central area for event setups, etc. Think this could 

make for a great site to host major bike gatherings and it would be beneficial to have an area pre-planned for that.

Greater expansion possibilities

The only thing I couldn't see in the drawings were bathroom facilities and/or concession.  A concession would help offset some of the costs 

during the summer.

Cyclocross course.

 It is better located, and children in Father Jan won't have to be kept away from the park during recess

It would impact all the other activities/school activities that occur at seven Hills. It is a very busy location in summer or winter. It would be ashame that the 

activities that occur at seven Hills would be impacted. Liberton Park is not near as busy or utilized as much as Mission. it might improve Liberton's 

usefulness.

Close to businesses, better situated in the City, mission is a historic site

I feel that, while this could be a beneficial thing for the City, Mission Park is absolutely NOT the location for it.  To put something so large on Mission Hill 

seems like we would be destroying such an integral part of St. Albert's history.  The significance this hill holds for the City is very vital to our community, 

and the activities that would be compromised with the park there would make me quite upset.  The fireworks that are done on the hill may be impacted, but 

more importantly, Mission Hill is a gathering place for so so many in the winter.  If the park was built here, I think this would destroy the toboggan hill that is 

FULL of people during the winter.  I've heard that "lanes" would/could be left open for tobogganing; this is unacceptable to me.  Also, my children attend 

Father Jan school, and while I do support the park, I do not think it is a wise choice to have so close to an elementary school.  Parking would become an 

issue, increased traffic in front and around the school would be more dangerous for the students of the school, and I feel that if the bike park is built to the 

degree that is proposed, it is going to attract riders from all over.  Which means a whole crowd of unknown people around the school; this makes me very 

uncomfortable to have all those extra people in such close proximity to all the young children attending the school.  Teachers may have to increase 

supervision to ensure the safety of the students.  Placing the park at Liberton Hill, this is a residential neighborhood, and in my opinion, this hill is used way 

less than Mission Hill.  While parking may be a problem in that location, it seems that it may be an easier fix, and won't be upsetting as many people.
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Steeper area in the trees can be used to create a nice downhill course to add to the xc course.

closer to my store.

Under used area

Less interference with winter tobogganing and better parking.  Closer to food and beverage ammenities

there is a definite need in Lacombe park! kids are chopping down trees in the ravine and digging holes to build ramps

Mission Hill (Seven Hills)

central, easier access from paved trails less traffic

Steeper area in the trees can be used to create a nice downhill course to add to the xc course.

Most central location and most visible by traffic travelling North into St. Albert.  It can also mark as a Downtown flagship location.

Actually either site is a great location - seven hills probably has more room and less residential directly close by.

I believe it offers a lot more exposure for the park and having good parking both at top and bottom is beneficial.

More elements and elevation changes

bigger area, opportunity for more bikers to learn.

elevation/already used for tobogganing, needs a summer usage- more for families to do, playground etc

Response left blank

I do not agree with either site.

I am appalled that Mission Seven Hills park area would even be considered for such a park.  This is a historical area and the City just spent thousands of 

dollars building and landscaping the area for the Founders Walk and rehabilitation of the Little While school.  IF the city wants to do this, the only option is 

the Liberton site.

Neither, I believe that the park is a great idea, but I do not agree with both of the sites, I feel that these areas are already established parks that are used 

by residents. 

I do not like any site because they are both great hills for sledding and for a good area for playing with my dogs and I live by Liberton and my dog loves to 

be there and I sled there a lot and the city should't not take any hill away.

Liberton seems like the more obvious choice because of St. Albert trail. Visitors could potentially see while driving through and maybe stopping in or 

bringing business to our community.

Mission Park provided the tobogganing is still left open for winter activities.  On a personal note, I just recently purchase some backcountry/touring skis and 

I practice my telemark skiing at Seven Hills.  I also practice at Liberton Park.  If residents around Liberton are OK with the trail system, Liberton is a good 

site too.  Its a tough call.  You will have adults mountain biking this course so the local restaurants and business stand to gain.

Easy access from the trail system, central, has elevation and  could tie in the school location to start a mountain bike team that is based out of the school.
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BIKE PARK LOCATIONS REVIEWED 

 
A:  Initial Nineteen Sites 
 
These top three sites were identified as the most suitable, based upon the criteria, and of the three all 
have been discounted but Liberton Park, which is considered a suitable site by Administration. 
 

1. Liberton Park - 40 MR Liberton Drive/Lacombe Park (under consideration) 
• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; tot lot, mini soccer pitch 
• existing parking 
• adequate size 
• some residential backing onto park 

 
2. Grosvenor Park - Grenfell Ave/Grandin (not being considered, site is heavily programmed) 

• three schools on site 
• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; outdoor pool, outdoor rink lot, 

sportfield, ball diamond 
• Existing parking at Grosvenor Pool 
• adequate size, if sportfield converted 
• some residential backing onto park 

 
3. Lacombe Lake Park - 151R McKenney Avenue (not being considered, site is heavily 

programmed) 
• this is one of two City Wide Parks 
• is the only dog friendly park in the City 
• existing parking already well used 
• adequate size 
• residential buffer 

 
4. Kingswood Park - 499 Sir Winston Churchill Avenue/Kingswood (not being considered, city has 

no access to site) 
• parkland still being held by the developer 

 
5. Gravel Pit (Range Road 260)/Annex Lands (not being considered, city has no access to site) 

• planning has indicated that this not owned by the City 
• reclamation issues 

 
6. 33R Morgan Crescent/Mission (not being considered, site features and size are not appropriate) 

• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; tot lot, mini soccer pitch 
• existing parking 
• very flat 
• not adequate size 
• residential backing onto park 

 
7. 73 Forest Drive/Forest Lawn (not being considered, site is heavily programmed and site features 

are not appropriate) 
• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; soccer/football fields, tot lot  
• street parking only 
• very flat 
• adequate size, if sportfield converted 
• residential backing onto park 

 
8. 1ER Riel Drive/Riel Business Park (not being considered, site features are not appropriate) 

• is ER 
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• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; community gardens  
• existing parking , rough millings for community gardens 
• within the 1:100 year floodplain 
• no residential  

 
9. 145 Larose Drive/Lacombe Park (not being considered, site is heavily programmed) 

• two schools on site 
• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; outdoor rink, sportsfield, tennis 

courts, clubhouse, ball diamond 
• water reservoir, with underground structures on site 
• street and school yard parking only  
• residential backing onto park 
• adequate size 
• W.D. Cuts starting a recreation academy in Fall 2012 

 
10. Kingswood Park - 395 Sir Winston Churchill Ave/Kingswood (not being considered, site features 

are not appropriate) 
• Stanski has lease agreement for cross country trail tracking and maintenance 
• regionally significant natural area 
• the natural area is within the 1:100 year floodplain 
• existing parking 

 
11. 60 MR Oak Vista Drive/Oakmont (not being considered, site is heavily programmed) 

• planned school site 
• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; tot lot, sportsfield, outdoor rink 
• street parking only  
• adequate size 
• residential backing onto park 

 
12. 11 MR Park Avenue/Pineview (not being considered, site is heavily programmed and would 

require repurposing of a sportfield) 
• two schools on site  
• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; tot lot, ball diamond, soccer field 
• school or on street parking only  
• adequate size if sportfield converted 
• residential buffer around most of the park 

 
13. 10R Willoughby Drive/Woodlands (not being considered, heavily programmed and would need to 

repurpose a sportfield) 
• two schools on site  
• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; outdoor rink, clubhouse, tennis 

courts, baseball diamond, soccer fields 
• existing parking 
• adequate size if sportfield converted 
• residential backing onto park 

 
14. 70 MR Liberton Drive/Lacombe Park (not being considered, heavily programmed) 

• has recreational amenities/service  already on site; playground, ball diamond, soccer field 
• on street parking only  
• adequate size 
• residential backing onto park 

 
15. 5 MR Deerbourne Drive/Deer Ridge (not being considered, due to proximity to residential homes) 

• Has recreational amenities/service already on site; tot lot 
• on street parking only  
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• adequate size 
• within residential crescent 

 
16. 699 ER Sir Winston Churchill Avenue/Kingswood (not being considered  due to natural area) 

• natural area 
• no parking 
• residential backing onto park 

 
17. 176 Heritage Drive/Heritage Lakes (not being considered due to programming) 

• elementary school site  
• Has recreational amenities/service  already on site; outdoor rink 
• existing parking 
• adequate size 

 
18. 1 Sir Winston Churchill Avenue/Heritage Lakes (not being considered, site features will be altered 

by construction) 
• will be bisected by LeClair Way/137 Ave 
• no parking 
• no amenities 

 
19. 18R Alderwood Blvd/Akinsdale (not being considered due to site features) 

• no parking 
• Has recreational amenities/service  already on site; tot lot 
• residential on all sides 
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B:  Next list of Sites reviewed 
 

20. 70 Boudreau Road (not being considered dues to size limitations) 
• Close proximity to homes 
• does not meet size requirement 
• Design and park is limited by size 

 
21. Badger Lands, (not being considered due to access and safety issues) 

• would be a temporary site, until permanent plans are confirmed 
• No trail access 
• No safe access to park by children and youth 
• no available parking 

 
22. Park land in the South Riel Area Structure Plan (not being considered, as the City does not have 

access to the land 
• Availability of parkland doesn’t meet project timeline 
• Design and future expansion is limited by size 
• No parking lot 
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C:  New Sites identified/re-examined 
 

23. Lot A 11 City Annex, Lois Hole Provincial Park (not being considered as the city has no access to 
the land) 

• Potential for partnership however it is years away (5 plus yrs) 
 

24. Parcel B 17 Genstar, old tree farm (not being considered due to accessibility issues and site 
conditions) 

• No accessibility by bike, foot or car  
• Does flood in spring – North floodplain 
• Area has been designated as a protected wildlife corridor 

 
25. south of 137 Avenue, west of 184 St (not being considered as the city has no access to the lands) 

• Own by the Province, projected to be years away from development 
• projected availability is not compatible with project timelines 

 
26. north of 137 Avenue, 184 St (not being considered as the city has no access to the lands) 

• Owned by the City of Edmonton, projected to be years away from development 
• projected availability is not compatible with project timelines 

 
27. west of Northridge Neighborhood, east of Ray Gibbon Drive (not being considered due to access 

issues) 
• No potential for road access 
• No potential for parking lot 
• Limited safe access 

 
28. North of Anthony Henday Drive, East of 170 Street (not being considered as the City has no 

access to the land) 
• owned by Edmonton 
• projected possible availability does not meet project timeline 

 
29. 30 ER (not being considered due to site conditions and land status) 

• Future storm water pond 
• Natural protected area 
• Within designated flood line 
• would require infill for site preparations, outside of budget  
• Size does not meet project criteria 

 
30. 1 Sir Winston Churchill Avenue (not being considered due to safety issues) 

• Near train tracks, safety concern with children and youth 
• Future is questionable, future Anthony Henday Connector, 137 Ave. extension 
• Currently used as a Transitions home for FCSS 

 
31. Levasseur Road Alta Link Power ROW (not being considered due to size, site conditions, and 

nearby residential) 
• close to homes 
• site is very flat 
• size does not meet project criteria 
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D:  Sites Currently on Administrations Short List 
 

32. Liberton Park 
 

Advantages 
• Centrally located 
• Close proximity to commercial businesses 
• City owned park land  
• Great contours that can be incorporated into the design 
• Parking lot already in place 
• Great visibility 
• Accessible by public transit, trail, and bike 

 
Disadvantages 
• Limited by size, may limit bike park features (approximately 3 acres of usable space) 
• Existing Infrastructure on site limits design 
• Homes border the top portion of the park 
• May interfere with winter recreational activities due to obstacles and jumps that will be 

features of the Mountain Bike Skills Park 
 

33. Mission Park 
 
Advantages 
• Centrally located 
• city owned parkland 
• topography can contribute to design 
• available parking lot 
• Great visibility 
• Accessible by public transit, trail, and bike 

 
Disadvantages 
• Limited by size, may limit bike park features  
• competing uses with School and ball diamond 
• Existing Infrastructure on site limits design 
• private homes nearby 
• May interfere with winter recreational activities due to obstacles and jumps that will be 

features of the Mountain Bike Skills Park 
 

34. 501 ER 
 

Advantages 
• City owned land 
• Accessible by trails, bike and car 
• Adjacent to White Spruce Forest Park may aid in protection of the park 
 
Disadvantages 
• Flood plain: flooding every spring 
• Limits City’s potential for future development 
• Limited by size 
• does not have vehicle parking or trail access  
• Adjacent to White Spruce Forest Park, may impact preservation of natural areas 
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